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MTNING PI,AN-OF-OPERATIONS

Your plan-of -operations has been anal_yzed in the encl_osed
environmentar anarysis and is approved sluject to the proposed
reclamation pran and additional_ reguir-enents to mitigate
environmental conseguences identified in the environmental analfsis
and upon submission of a bond.

A bond in the amount of $e,ooo may be subrnitted in the form of anacceptable corporate surety, personal surety, cashr or negotiablesecurity of the United States. Evidence of current bonding iri-tfr tfreutah Divi-sion of oil, Gas, and Mining covering the subjLct randsmay be subnitted in lieu of a bond to the BLM. rhe bondingreguirement must be met within two weeks of receipt of thi;decision.

Fai-lure to subm.it the required bond will result in the requirementto begin immediate reclarnation. The Notice-of-Noncomplia-nce i.ri1lbe rescinded upon compriance with bonding requirernents.

You have the right to appeal to the utah state Director,
Bureau of Land Management, in accordance with 43 CFR 3909.4.rf you exercise this right, your appeal, accompanied by astatement of reasons and any irguments you wish -to pre="nt,
which wo91g justify reversal or rnodifica€ion of the alcision,
must be filed in writing at this office within 30 days afterthe date of this decision. This decision will remain i-n effectduring appeal unress a written request for a stay is granted.

cc: U-920 flencI.
Wayne Hedberg,

ogA'le f{. ajjLLEFt
Deane H. Ze1ler
District Manager

UDOGM {encI.
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I. TNTRODUCTTON
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During a field examination of the clifton Mining oib'tribt',ori,{i'.r!r,"2r,, l'989, it was observed by steve Brooks that numerous new roadsand trenches had been constiucted in T. gs., R. )-7w., sections 19and 20- Detailed- Tapplng (y"p r.) was done along with rand statusdeterminations which identified 2.5 niles of new road on puulicLand.having an_ aggregate disturbance of 7.s acres. The claimant,American Consolidatea Mining, represented by BilI ttoelter Arnericanconsotidated Mining was cont-acted arong wi€tr w;t";-;;dberg of theutah Division of oi1, Gas and Mining ar,-a a joinCii"i; exarninationconducted on July s, l-989. During the ri6ra "*u.i.itio' it wasagreed that UDOGM would assume the read rore for pernittingdisturbances on patented claims adjacent to clifton and that theBLM would assume the lead role ior obtaining a--ptan for thedisturbances on public lands approximately r.s iires^northeast ofclifton. since the disturbance on patented 1ands (about 15 acres)and public lands (7.5 acres) exceed-s the 5. acre threshold rnandatorybonding is required by UDOGM.

IT. NO ACTTON ALTERNATTVE

under the no action alternative the area would be left as is, andno reclamation 
-w9u.1d be required. since this in contrary to the 43cFR .3_809 regulations the no action alternative wifi o"rv- ueconsidered briefly.

III.

since most of the construction has been completed, the proposedaction will analyze work done, projected additional disturbance andvari-ous possible reclamation'aid riitigatior r"u=,,i.=l-rn. operatorhas proposed l-2 drill holes.on existiig roads using a rubber tiredrotary drill rig. The existing roads nive a distur6ed ground widthof L8 feet on fla! ground and up to 45 feet on steep slopes. Theaveragle width of disturbance is z-s feet. other disturbances includehillside scrapes. The roads also have a dozer rip to expose rockfor sampling.

r-- _ Air Resgurces. The air quality of the area is gooddue to rimited population ana absence df indi:striai activity.
2' wateE Resources. The surface water resources in thearea exist as precipitation ana i.ntermittent first and second orderdrainage.s. snow accumulation ls. slighi-""a during *"ii periods mostrunoff is a percolation. Additioial runoff i; pioaucea duringuncoilrmon high intensity rainstorms.

3. soirs. Two soil types are present in the prospectarea consisting of seni-desert "tittor loln =rrppo.iing a juniper

A.



'; r:

t'' ..

in
in

31d big sagebrush conrnunity and semi-desert stony;r;'l';il il,rino abrack sagebrush community. Both soil types are miiarv eioii;;.'
are over 1so ",i' u..ffi S::ffi:::'ffi:i. ;"'*=.'i" t:iiJi:;
derived mainly from limestone, quartzite, and rhyolite parentrnaterials.

45 to 65 percent of the soil surface is covered by pebbles,cobblesr or stones. Rock fragment content in the partiife-sizecontrol sectio.n is usually 50 percent or more, and aiways greaterthan 35 percent. These fragtnentl rnay be pebbles, cobbles or stones.These soils are coarse textured to rnodLrately fine textured, and
rnay show weak discontinuous cementation by siiica or carbonates insome sub-horizon. These soils are usullly calcareous to thesurface- Reaction is nild1y alkaline to veiy strongly a1kaline.Permeability is. moderately slow to rnoderat6ly rupia. Availab1ewater capacity is 5 to l_5 cm (2 to 6 inches) .

The water. supply capacity .is 5 to 20 cm (2 to 8 inches). Averageannual soil Io-ss in potential is approxiinately l- ton per acre. Thesoil surface factor (SSF) in poteri€iaf is L2.

b. Semi-Desert Shallow Loam. Characteristic soilsthis site are 50 to Loo crrn@I drained. They formedalluviurn, and lacustrine sedirnents from mixed parent naterials.
The soils of this site have moderately fine-textures throughout theprofile. Generally, these soils hive a - root t"=iri"ting "oi.between 20 and 40 inches. These root restricting 

"on"= mat be aduriparr -a petrocalcic horizon, a strong calcic hoiizon or bedrock.The soils are - moderately calcareous or strongly calcareousthroughout, and rnoderately alkaline or strongry alkaIine.Perneabj-1ity is moderately s1ow, runoff is rnediun i"i the hazardof erosion is slight.
The water.supplying capacity iF e to 23 cm (3 to 9 inches). Averageannual soil lo-ss in potentitl is approxinately 5 tons per acre. Thesoil surface factor (SsF) in poteiriiat is L2.

4 - Vegetetign. Vegetation on steeper rocky slopesconsists of sparse juniperr. 16w sage, and bunchgrass. 6rainaiescontain rndian ricegrasJ, big sageuiusn, and basi-n wildrye
5. Threatefred and Endanqered Species. No threatened orendangered plant or animar specils are lcnown to occur in the area.
5. Wildgrness. The are'a of proposed action does not 1iewithin or near a wilderness study ur"ul
7. Cultural Resources. No cultural resource surveyshave been conducted in the area of proposed action. Therefore, noprehistoric or historic sites have ueen located or recorded. Thearea has a moderate probability for containing prehistoric sitesbecause of its locati-on on iiagetops and n"u, pinyon-juniper



-'' '; StP i -l ]:rl'.1 ''::""
forest. other prehistoric sites have been recorded in the viiin'itv r'

i,ii. :.';i'-, , :.'.,i,.1,-iin sinilar environmental terrain.

8. Socioeconomic. The general area is accessed fromeither the Pony Express route to GoId Hill or south of Wendover viaalternate Highway 93 to the Ibapah road and to GoId Hill. Dominantuses in the area include grazing, minerat exploration, and hunting.The nearby Deep creek Mountains receive the naj ority ""t
recreational visitation.

9. Visual Resources. A visual resource inventory wasconducted in t979 on the Gold Hilt Planning Unit. Clifton -f1.ts
and the affected area faII under a VRM ctasJ lv. The objective ofthis class is to provide for management activities wfri6fr reguirenajor modification of the existing character of the landscape] tne1eve1 of change to the characteriitic landscape can be high. tnese
management activities may dominate the view ana Ue the rnajor focusof viewer attention. However, every attenpt shourd be rnade tominirnize the irnpact of these activitles thr6ugh careful location,minimar disturbance, and repeating the basic 6lernents.

IV. ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEOUENCES

4- Prop-osed Action. The exislirg disturbance plus projectedadditional work is anticipated to disturb a total oi zo acres. The
Project activity consists of additional drill road construction anddrilling occurring over a period of 2 to 3 years.

l-. Air Resources. There will be no significant impact.The small amount of machine exhaust emitted to th6 atrnospherjwill.
have_a negligible effect on air quality. There would be a temporary1ocal negative effect on air guality due to dust from traffit oveithe access road, however, this strouta be slight due to the coarsegrained nature of the soiIs.

2. Water Resources. Due to the lack of surface runoff,it is anticipated that irnpacts to water resources would benegligible.

3. I{il"dl,ife Resources. For the duration of operation,there will most likely be a tenporary displacement of mule deer andchukar to surrounding areas. rollowing- shutdown or reclamationreoccupation should occur. The displacern-ent is facilitated by largeamounts of surrounding undeveloped 1ands.

4- soirs. The soil profire is destroyed arong roadsduring construction. The roadJ are usually .*t, to weatheredbedrock. Erosion will occur from fill slopes aid to a lesser degreefrom the roadbed, but should be minirnal due to 1ow erosion rating.
5. Vegetqtion. There will be destruction of vegetationin areas of construction. Without replacing the soil material onthe weathered bedrock surface of tha road, it is expected thatrevegetation to a diversity and density currently present would not
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occur in the foreseeable future. Due to the arid cfilnatd.,revegetation is dif f icult and every ef fort should Ua i 
"rjd!: 

-;;t'
minimize surface disturbance.

6- Threatened and Endanqered species. No irnpact.

7. Wilderness. No inpact.

8. curturar Resources. Exact irnpacts to curturalresources are unknown until an intensive cultuial resource surveyof the area is conducted. There is a moderate probability, baseion the. topography, vegetation, and location of ttner sitei'in the
|-rea, that prehistoric sites are located in this area. rf this isthe case, these resources would be impacted by the profosed action.

9 - socioeconomic Resources. There will be nosignificant irnpact to ffiresources in the area.Personnel invo-lved.in_-the project have been working in tne area formany years and no influx of people is anticipated-.

l-0. Visual Resources. Visual scars from constructionof roads will detract from the naturalness of the area. Line andcolor elements will be irnpacted by carving .,.* ro.dways intoslopes. cl-ass rv allows for considerable i-npacts as describedabove.

V.

+.. Pfopoqed Action. Reclarnation and nitigation has beenidentified in tl. plan-or-operations and wil1 le- i.mpremented asareas are identified to be unfavorable for rnineral bevelopment.American consoridated has proposed to recontour roads with abackhoe and to seed areas to eLM specifications.
B.

1. AlI road locations
in the field in order to al1owofficerts representative andconstruction.

will be flagged by the operator
revievr by the BLM authorized

eguiprnent operator prior to

2.
drainages.

3.
road cut is not

4.
tender wil] be
than the access

Road placement shourd not occur along the bottom of

Borrowing or scraping material frorn areas above thepermitted.

An end to end placement of drill truck and waterused and drilI pads will be constructed no widerroads.

5. switchbacks wilr be constructed with a radius only
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Iarge enough to permit backing of eguipment.

upon completio_n- of project work, the following reclarnation andrestoration will be performed

A11 road and 
. drill pads constructed during the project wilr berecontoured to conform to the natural -surro,inaing terrain.Recontourils w111 be accomplished by placing the .".i"it.d rnaterialcontained in the fill bacli into thd ioadways, and blending in.-""[and replaced material to a uniform slope without causing additionaldisturbance or destruction of vegetat'ion. AII recLairned area willbe seeded in the falr innedialely after dirt work has beencompleted with a seed rnixture to be determin.a-Uy lni authorizedofficer.

- c' No Action. Failure to implenent the rnitigation andrecramation will result in increased eiosion ana ioss-ot-n.g.tationfron the disturbance to continue into the foreseeable future.
VI.

Diana Christensen, Archaeol_ogist
Pat Johnston, Biologist
AJ Martinez, Natural Resource Specialist
Gregg Morgan, Outdoor Recreation planner
Kezia Snyder, Biologist


